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Evelyn Dufner has
always held a deeply
rooted passion for
education. As a
child, she remembers
having an interest
in art, and as she
got older, she loved
being involved
in anything that
pertained to helping
children, even when
she was one herself.
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Evelyn attended college in New York where she earned ner degree in Elementary Education
with a minor in Art before moving back to Arizona to De c,oser to her mother and begin her
official teaching career.

The first school teaching position she held was near the University of Arizona working with
an extremely diverse population of many different dialects - and she loved every minute of
it. "I was able to bond with some of the most extraordinary children," Evelyn says. "1 always say
that I was broken into my career by a bunch of fifth graders!" she laughs.

As an educator who lived and taught by the motto,"the best form of education is the one
that brings real life experiences into everyday learning:Evelyn incorporated real life scenario!
within her classroom as much as possible. One instance was forming a classroom "township"
in which her students learned the value of money and navigating choices. Her students were
paid in play money for showing up to "work"and they had to pay for things they needed,
such as pencils, paper, or rent for their desk. These lessons were priceless in teaching them
to understand business, values and other essential life skills. She recalls spending much of
her small salary buying supplies for her classroom and the students, due to the low socio-
economic status of the families that couldn't afford the basic classroom necessities.

Evelyn, who has considered herself an entrepreneur her whole life, can remember setting up
her own magic show and charging admission, as well as establishing her own neighborhood
library in the family garage where other kids could come check out books, among other
business adventures. So, you could say teaching her students those same business concepts
came naturally.
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"Much of my career was a variety of being able to work with kids in a way
that I really loved," says Evelyn. "There were so many different languages
and, as difficult as that was, it was the most powerful way for them to learn
to speak English."
After eight years in Arizona, Evelyn reconnected with the love of her youth
from high school and agreed to move to Florida if they got married, where
they enjoyed 10 years in Orlando. Evelyn spent her first year in Orlando
teaching second grade until landing the opportunity to take a position
as the librarian, technology, and media specialist. From there, she took an
interest in teaching college level classes and her skillset in working with
computers further led to professors asking her to come teach web usability
to their classes. Eventually she was offered a position to teach a class of her
own when a professor was promoted. She also enjoyed being able to use
her tech skills to help her ex-husband begin his own web design business.
After her divorce, she found her way to Dunedin through a position as a
Program Director for a small college.

Now a proud Dunedin resident, she found many ways to get involved in
the community. She reinvigorated her own business, joined the Chamber,
chaired and participated in a local business incubator, enjoyed classes
at the Dunedin Fine Art Center, and emersed her artwork in community.
"My whole career has been centered on taking on things that were very
interesting to me," explains Evelyn."There has never been a dull moment!"

Evelyn's only child, Justin Harder, is a 27 year old data scientist who recently
moved to Seattle, Washington. Coming from a long family line of engineers
and educators - both her father and grandfather were engineers - it came
as no surprise to her when her son naturally followed in the footsteps of
the prior generations before him."I could talk about him for days says
Evelyn."Justin is neurodivergent and navigates the world so amazingly.
He has a ton of interesting hobbies, solves a Rubik's cube in 13 seconds or
less, and is fascinating to talk to. He is also a phenomenal vegan chef, and
I absolutely love his cooking. It's something I am always trying to learn

from him. Another thing
we enjoy is playing video
games together. Our adult
relationship has been
really fun, and as a parent,
I have enjoyed watching
the beautiful thing that
happens at the other end
of raising a child. I feel
super blessed!'

Another well-known
aspect of Evelyn's life is her
passion for art, particularly
that of acrylic and mixed
media painting. It wasn't
until her life took a very
pivotal turn about 10 years
ago that she really dove
into painting again. Justin
had left for college and,
in 2014, her position at
the college was dissolved
on the same day that her father passed away."Life launched me in all new
directions during that time," she recalls. "That first year after losing my dad,
I was just trying to handle life and his estate, and it was then that I began to
work more seriously on my art."
About six years ago, she joined the Florida Business Incubator which
enabled her to connect with other businesses and professionals and discuss
what they did for a living and any problems they had. "I enjoy being able
to sit among other entrepreneurs and share different perspectives and
insights"she says. "It's so much more than networking; it was about having
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one another's support and providing
direction to those who needed it:' In
doing so, Evelyn was connected to the
HUB, where she was asked to come and
hang her artwork, and later Hope Grove,
where she did the same. She spent a year
curating for Hope Grove, a nonprofit here
in Dunedin that supports mental health
and small business growth through
programs and their co-workspace and
the HUB a co-work space above the
Dunedin Chamber of Commerce. She
continues to curate for the HUB, bringing
both her art and that of Pinellas artists
into the space. Her art has now been
shown both locally and in national art
shows.

One to two times a year, a community
of artists in the Dunedin area offer a free
community art walk called Studio Waltz,
and for the last 3-4 years she has been
the core web developer handling the
marketing materials and website to help
support the 9-15 artists involved."I love
opening up my backyard gate to the
trail on Studio Waltz days and inviting
passing traffic to a taste of color and art
at my Studio! It's a great way to get to
know my community!" she exclaims.

If you didn't already think Evelyn's resume was impressive, she also earned
a master's in Mental Health Therapy with a specialty in Marriage & Family,
though her work in this field has been strictly volunteer based."1 decided
I am way too empathetic of a person to handle this full time;' says Evelyn.
"Instead, I wanted to volunteer with different organizations, or support
empowerment weekends' She is also working on redeveloping her
Creative Soul Care Workshops, to help people find their creative side in
whatever capacity that entails."It's not about producing something sellable;
it's about seeing your own gifts by unraveling that creative side of yourself;'
she says.

Though her career has been varied, her heart has consistently been rooted
in her passion to teach and create, whether it be through instruction in
a classroom, intuitive art or through counseling and supporting others.
"People respond to what I do and create, and they tell me that it fills them
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with joy, or they can see themselves in it,
or that it represents a shift in their own
lives," she adds."! just feel like I am here in
this world to support others:'

Outside of her career, Evelyn loves to
cycle. Recently she bought a new bike
and has taken rides to St. Pete and back,
enjoying the beautiful, fresh Florida
breeze. She also loves to roller skate and
take walks in Hammock Park as often as
possible. She has spent quite a bit of time
with her sister and best friend, Monica,
throughout the year. She recently flew up
to Asheville following her brother in law's
heart surgery and feels blessed to be able
to help them as much as possible. This last
year, Evelyn spent a lot of time traveling
the United States and she is eager to
explore more of the world, something she
has always wanted to do. Paris and New
Zealand are on her list this year.

Originally, when Evelyn migrated from
Orlando, she rented in Palm Harbor, but
her sights were set on buying her own
home here in Dunedin. Working with
her realtor who brought her to view the
home off San Salvador, she quickly fell in
love with the neighborhood. At the time,

she was working in Spring Hill and willing to commute, so she put in a bid
on her home - but lost it. "I kept telling myself it was going to come back, it
was 'my house', I just knew it," Evelyn laughs. "And a few months later, it did!
This time instead of offering over asking price, I offered to the penny - and
I got it!"

What Evelyn loves most about living here in Dunedin is the easy access to
the Pinellas Trail that backs up to her home, where passersby can see the
sign on her fence that reads "Art Studio". She also loves all of the community
events, from the holiday festivities to the weekly farmer's market."Living
about a mile away from Downtown is something I really appreciate:she
added. "It feels like a small town, even though we are growing. I ride my bike
everywhere and I am halfway from Downtown and the Causeway, which is
perfect to satisfy my other love - putting my toes in the water at Honeymoon
Island. Everything that I love is here and only a bicycle ride away!"
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